Sexual behaviour of hemodialyzed patients.
18 married men on home dialysis and 10 of their wives were interviewed (structured interview) to evaluate sexual adjustment. The frequency of intercourse prior to the onset of their disease was reported to be 3.4/week by the patients and 2.4/week by their wives. During maintenance hemodialysis, frequency was reported to be 1.7/week by the patients and 1.0/week by their wives. If libido prior to the disease was rated 100%, the patients reported their libido at the time of the interview as 66+/-34%; only 5 rated their libido as less than 50% of their libido prior to the onset of their disease. After the start of dialysis, considerable time was required before a stable state of sexual activity was reached (13.9+/-7.4 months), presumably reflecting the time required for adaptation to the procedure, loss of anxiety and restoration of physical well-being. Except in older patients, there was good agreement between the feeling of physical fitness as reported by the patients and sexual performance as reported by both the patient and his spouse.